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CONFIDENTIAL MANAMA 0763 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS : MASS, EAID, BA 

SUBJECT : FY 74 FOREIGN ASSISTANCE LEGISLATION RESTRICTION 
REF : STATE 236151 

1. GOVT OF BAHRAIN CLEARLY MEETS THE CRITERIA OF PARA 1 REFTEL 
AS IT HAS NOT DENIED ACCESS TO FACILITIES LEASED BY MIDDLE EAST 
FORCE TO ANY BONA FIDE U.S. NEWS MEDIA REPRESENTATIVE AND WOULD 
NOT BE EXPECTED TO. 

2. FACILITIES LEASED BY MIDDLE EAST FORCE MEET THE CRITERIA 

OF PARA 2 REFTEL AND FOR PURPOSE OF SUBJECT LEGISLATION COULD 
BE CONSTRUED AS A ' MILITARY BASE". HOWEVER, GIVEN SENSITIVITY 
OF PRESENT SITUATION RE STATIONING AGREEMENT, AS WELL AS FACT 
THAT AGREEMENT IS NOT TIED TO ANY USG COMMITMENT TO PROVIDE 
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE (STATE 065894), WE WOULD HOPE ANY PUBLIC 
MENTION OF A "MILITARY BASE" IN BAHRAIN CAN BE AVOIDED. 
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